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Links to Additional Resources

Tennessee Department of Education (TDOE)
► Legislation Overview

► FAQs (updated)

► Parent Appeal Form 

Family Resources
► Family Reading Resources

► TCAP Family Resources

► Governor’s Early Literacy Foundation Family Reading Time at Home Guides

► At-Home Decodable Reading Series

► At-Home Decodable Reading Digital Sample

Click here to sign the letter that advocates for changes to the law: 
https://forms.gle/x8j7mRuWU41ScQku9 

Advocacy Letter Link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M5Z1RgTIbfVgmiqioTqAMLu3qVFSmKce/edit?usp
=sharing&ouid=117305108293324769884&rtpof=true&sd=true 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/2020-21-leg-session/third-grade-remediation-toolkit/Third%20Grade%20Promotion%20Legislative%20Overview.pdf?mc_cid=977b94407d&mc_eid=72feb31e63
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/2020-21-leg-session/third-grade-remediation-toolkit/Third%20Grade%20Promotion%20Legislative%20Overview.pdf?mc_cid=977b94407d&mc_eid=72feb31e63
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=vUUkRyQkj064UN90iOGLSge9ryQQXmhMvveNN88fYupUQzM4UlpOUjRFNUI1QjhMNlQ3TVRJNzk2TC4u&mc_cid=977b94407d&mc_eid=72feb31e63
https://bestforall.tnedu.gov/resource/family-reading-resources?binder_id=3314
https://bestforall.tnedu.gov/resource/tennessee-comprehensive-assessment-program-tcap-family-resources?binder_id=3314
https://governorsfoundation.org/gelf-resources/k-3-family-reading-time-at-home-guides/
https://www.tn.gov/education/decodables.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/reading-360/Reading%20360%20Decodables%20Digital%20Sample%20Version.pdf
https://forms.gle/x8j7mRuWU41ScQku9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M5Z1RgTIbfVgmiqioTqAMLu3qVFSmKce/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117305108293324769884&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M5Z1RgTIbfVgmiqioTqAMLu3qVFSmKce/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117305108293324769884&rtpof=true&sd=true


Curriculum and Instruction  
Vision Statement
The Curriculum and Instruction Department encourages everyone to take the 
limits off what is traditionally thought about education.  Independent of the 
learning environment, Cocke County School’s vision for high-quality instruction 
is to cultivate academic integrity for all students. We do this by

·     defining and committing to bold expectations,

·     strengthening instruction with high-quality, standards-aligned              

instructional materials,

·     ensuring strategic educator support on a continuous basis, and

·     offering students quality conditions for learning to take place.

We do this because our students deserve to belong to a loving community who 
champions student success, both in school and in life.

 



TN Learning Loss Remediation and Student 
Acceleration Act -TCA 49-6-3115
► Beginning with the 2022-2023 school year, a student in the third 

grade shall not be promoted to the next grade level unless the 
student is determined to be proficient in English language arts 
(ELA) based on the student's achieving a performance level 
rating of “met expectations” or “exceeded expectations” on the 
ELA portion of the student's most recent Tennessee 
comprehensive assessment program (TCAP) test.

► Based on the language of T.C.A. § 49-6-3115 (a), if a 3rd grade 
student does not take the TCAP or generate a score on the ELA 
portion of the TCAP and does not qualify for an exemption, the 
student shall be treated as if the student is not proficient in 
ELA.
► We have received no guidance yet on students who move in from 

out of state.



Performance Levels

► Beginning with the 2022-2023 school year, a student in the third 
grade shall not be promoted to the next grade level unless the 
student is determined to be proficient in English language arts 
(ELA) based on the student's achieving a performance level rating 
of “met expectations” or “exceeded expectations” on the ELA 
portion of the student's most recent Tennessee comprehensive 
assessment program (TCAP) test.

► 4 Performance Levels:
► Exceeded Expectations (level 4)
► Met Expectations (level 3)

► Approaching Expectations (level 2)
► Below Expectations (level 1)

Proficient

Not Proficient



Pathways for Promotion

► The student is automatically promoted if the student scores proficient 
(Level 3 or 4) on the third grade TCAP ELA Test. 

► The student is an English language learner and has received less than 
two (2) years of ELA instruction.

► The student was previously retained in any of the grades kindergarten 
through three (K-3).

► A student has a disability or a suspected disability that impacts 
reading*

► The student is retested before the beginning of the next school year 
and scores proficient in ELA.



Additional Pathways for Promotion

Approaching Expectations
► The student must:

► Attend a summer school Bridge Camp 
focused on learning loss with 90% 
attendance and demonstrate adequate 
growth on the post-test; OR

► Participate in high-dosage, low ratio 
tutoring for the entirety of the upcoming 
school year.

► Parent Appeal

► Student scores above 40th percentile on 
spring universal screener or

► Student experiences a catastrophic 
situation 

► Death in immediate family

► Loss of family home

► Significant medical diagnosis

Below Expectations

► The student must:

► Attend summer school Bridge Camp 
focused on learning loss with 90% 
attendance; AND

► Participate in high-dosage, low 
ratio tutoring for the entirety of 
the upcoming school year.

► If your child does not do both, they 
are retained in third grade unless 
they meet one of the exceptions.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=vUUkRyQkj064UN90iOGLSge9ryQQXmhMvveNN88fYupUQzM4UlpOUjR
FNUI1QjhMNlQ3TVRJNzk2TC4u&mc_cid=977b94407d&mc_eid=636ea8fae8



Additional Pathways for Promotion



Parent Appeals Portal

► Parent Appeals Portal opens on May 30, 2023

► Parent Appeals Portal closes on June 13, 2023

► The appeal DOES NOT EXEMPT YOU FROM RETENTION

► The appeal ONLY EXEMPTS YOUR CHILD FROM TUTORING/SUMMERSCHOOL 
REQUIREMENTS

► https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=vUUkRyQkj064UN90i
OGLSge9ryQQXmhMvveNN88fYupUQzM4UlpOUjRFNUI1QjhMNlQ3TVRJNzk2TC4
u&mc_cid=0d4a55555b&mc_eid=3241d4d20f

► If the student is promoted to 4th grade but does not make adequate progress, 
they will be retained in 4th grade.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=vUUkRyQkj064UN90iOGLSge9ryQQXmhMvveNN88fYupUQzM4UlpOUjRFNUI1QjhMNlQ3TVRJNzk2TC4u&mc_cid=0d4a55555b&mc_eid=3241d4d20f
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=vUUkRyQkj064UN90iOGLSge9ryQQXmhMvveNN88fYupUQzM4UlpOUjRFNUI1QjhMNlQ3TVRJNzk2TC4u&mc_cid=0d4a55555b&mc_eid=3241d4d20f
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=vUUkRyQkj064UN90iOGLSge9ryQQXmhMvveNN88fYupUQzM4UlpOUjRFNUI1QjhMNlQ3TVRJNzk2TC4u&mc_cid=0d4a55555b&mc_eid=3241d4d20f






How Cocke County Instructs and 
Supports Reading

► During the Literacy Block: 
► Explicit and systematic phonics instruction
► Complex texts and tasks
► Small group instruction
► Assessment that drives instruction

► RTI/Tutoring: Personalized lessons that focus on 
reading deficit areas
► Small group instruction
► Assessment to determine next steps



TCAP English Language Arts (ELA) Format

► The TCAP ELA Tests is 
broken into four subparts 
and contains the following 
structure:

► Reading Literature

► Reading Informational 
Text

► Vocabulary

► Written Expression

► Conventions



TCAP ELA Released Items

► Passage 1

► Passage 2



Timeline
► See handout for extended timeline
► April 17-May 2, 2023 – 3rd Grade ELA TCAP Test

► May 19, 2023 – First raw data back to the district

► May 26, 2023 – Final data back

► May 30, 2023 – 3rd grade retake at your school and Parent Appeal Portal Opens

► June 2, 2023 – Retake scores returned

► June 6, 2023 – Summer School Begins

► June 13, 2023 – Parent Appeal Portal Closes

► June 26-30, 2023 – Summer School Post Test

► June 30, 2023 – Summer School Ends

► August 1, 2023 – New School Year Begins



Cocke County Philosophy

► Cocke County believes that each student’s reading ability should be 
reflective of more than one measure pulled from a state assessment.

► Cocke County uses multiple data points and observations to monitor 
student reading. 

► Cocke County principals, teachers, and staff truly know each student 
individually and the progress each child is making.

► Most research clearly indicates that retention is often detrimental to 
children. Instead, it can be clearly linked to greater academic failure 
and even dropout rates later in life. 

► Therefore, Cocke County believes the decision for retention should be 
left to the families, teachers, and principals in Cocke County.

► School attendance every day is critical for all children.



Legislators

► Legislators have heard from Educators. 

► They would like to hear from families.

► Legislative Contacts:

► Jeremy Faison rep.jeremy.faison@capitol.tn.gov 

► Steve Southerland sen.steve.southerland@capitol.tn.gov 

mailto:rep.jeremy.faison@capitol.tn.gov
mailto:sen.steve.southerland@capitol.tn.gov


TN Resources for Families - Decodables 



Q & A

This presentation will 
be posted on the Cocke 

County Schools 
website.


